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Business Studies 
CBA 1 Business Studies: Business in Action 

The Task  CBA 1 gives students an opportunity to actively engage in a practical and 
authentic learning experience that reflects activities undertaken regularly 
in the business environment. They will learn about, and make informed 
decisions about, their own resources and issues of social, cultural and 
global importance. 
 
 Business in Action is a group project (3-4 students per group). Our 
students will base their project on the ‘Finance in Action’ strand. This 
means each group will need to research a financial challenge faced by a 
consumer or an organisation. The project comprises of four areas of 
activity: 

- conducting research 
- evaluating information 
- developing action plans 
- reporting findings. 

 
 The project should be up to 1,500 words in length. The project should 
include support materials such as graphs, financial accounts, surveys, 
interview questions, images, photographs, a storyboard and infographics 
where appropriate.  
 
 Before submitting their project, each individual student must complete a 
Student Reflection. Completion of the reflection is the student’s specific 
declaration of the part that he or she has played in the work of the group 
on the project. 
 

Where and When  This CBA will take place over the course of a 4-week period commencing 
20/01/20. 
 
 As per JCT guidelines, work on the projects is to be done in the classroom. 
Students may on occasion, with the permission of their teacher, complete 
elements of the project outside of the classroom (for example, distribute 
surveys or conduct an interview). 
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English 
CBA 1 English: Oral Communication 

The Task  Students are required to prepare and deliver a speech on a topic of their 
choice. 
 
 There are two areas of activity to the assessment of Oral Communication: 
preparation and communication. 
 
 Students will be credited for preparation they have done for their Oral 
Communication. The evidence of this preparation will be demonstrated 
during the Oral Communication itself. 
 
In completing the Oral Communication Classroom-Based Assessment 
students may use a variety of formats, which include: 

1. Performance: The student may participate in a scripted or 
improvised performance, including drama, alone or with others.   

2. Presentation: The student may speak with or without notes, and a 
reading of a prepared script is allowable. 

3. Interview: The student may respond to questions asked by the 
teacher and/or other students; the student may assume the role 
of interviewer as well as respondent in a dialogue setting. 

 
 The Oral Communication by a student should last about three minutes. 
 
 Where a school has accommodations and supports in place to support 
the student’s learning throughout the school year, these supports should 
also be in place for the Classroom-Based Assessments. 
 

Where and When This CBA will be recorded during class time during the period 02/03/20 – 
13/03/20. 
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Geography 
Geography CBA 1: Geography in the news 

The Task  Geography in the news provides opportunities for students to engage in 
practical, authentic learning experiences that reflect the relevance of the 
study of geography to the world around them. Geography in the news 
provides students with opportunities to actively observe the interactions 
and interconnections between people, places, environments, and spatial 
patterns. 
 
 This Classroom-Based Assessment asks students to research and draw 
conclusions on the implications of geographical events through a real-life 
example. Students will select a recent geographical event of significance 
on a local, national or global scale, as reported in the media. Students will 
undertake a structured inquiry into their chosen geographical event and 
analyse the significance of this event through the lens of the elements: 

• processes 

• patterns 

• systems and scale 

• geographical skills and sustainability 
 
 The Classroom-Based Assessment can be produced in any format that is 
appropriate for capturing the ideas of the students. This could be for 
example in written form (a report or media article), in digital form (as a 
blog, webpage or slide presentation), in visual form (a graphic 
presentation or a display) or in audio form (a podcast or a voice-over). 
 
 Students may work individually or in groups. If working as part of a group, 
each student’s individual role and contribution to the work will be the 
focus of the assessment. It is important that each student involved in the 
group labels their own part in the process and their contribution to the 
group’s work (using a symbol or their initials). 
 

Deadline This CBA will take place over the course of the 3 week period 06/01/20 – 
24/01/20. 
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History 
History CBA 1: The past in my place 

The Task  The Past in My Place allows students to experience history at a personal 
level through the study of an issue, event, theme or person relating to 
their locality. Local history may relate to the student’s local town/village; 
county; province or region. Students who wish to research an aspect of 
their own family history may do so. 
 
Possible research projects could be: 

• the contribution of a local person to an aspect of life in the 
locality, or to a specific episode or event or movement in the 
locality or elsewhere. 

• a local manifestation of a national or international movement or 
phenomenon 

• a local historical incident that was an important cause of change 

• a study of an aspect of life in the locality at a given time in the 
past 

• a survey of how life changed over time in a locality 

• a study of a local place of historical interest, such as a church, 
school, factory, workhouse, place of work, stately home, round 
tower, monastery, abbey etc. 

• a study of a monument, statue, memorial or other such site of 
historical interest 

• a study of the historical origins of local placenames 

• a study inspired by an historically significant local artefact or 
archaeological discovery or site of interest 

• the impact of a national or international event or issue on the 
locality 

 
 Students will present their research in the form of a display, similar to the 
type you might see in a museum, heritage centre or library. However, 
students should not confine themselves to simply presenting information. 
They are encouraged to use their research evidence to interpret the past 
and to display their understanding of the nature of history. 
 
Students may work on this Classroom-Based Assessment individually, in a 
pair or in a group. 
 

Deadline This CBA will take place over the course of the 3 week period 24/02/20 – 
13/03/20. 
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Home Economics 
Home Economics CBA 1: Creative Textiles 

The Task  Creative Textiles provides students with the opportunity to demonstrate 
their practical textile and craft skills in a creative way. Students will apply 
the design brief process to make/recycle a textile item for the individual or 
the home giving due regard to basic human needs, consumer trends, 
ecological issues and technology. 
 
 Students are given two options from which to choose one Creative 
Textiles project: 

1. Make a textile item for an individual or the home 
OR 

2. Recycle or upcycle a textile item for an individual or the home 
 
 Students will undertake two areas of activity, which contribute to the 
generation of their evidence of learning and achievement:  

1. Applying the design brief process 
2. Demonstrating creative textile skills 

 
 Students will submit a textile item and evidence of the application of the 
design brief process. The written evidence should be a concise account of 
the application of the design brief process. 
 

Deadline This CBA will take place over the course of approximately 8 school weeks 
from 09/03/20 to 15/05/20. 
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Maths 
Maths CBA 1: The Mathematical Investigation 

The Task  This task gives students an opportunity to research a question they have 
about some phenomena of interest from the world around them or that 
they have come across in the course of their mathematical studies or their 
studies in other subjects. 
 
The skills developed by this task are: 

• the development of inquiry 

• collaborative skills 

• practical skills 

• recording and reporting skills such as posing questions and 
mathematising situations 

• designing experiments and conducting experiments 
 
 Students may collaborate with peers at various stages during the process 
and then compile a report of their findings individually. 
 
 Over the course of three weeks, students will engage in activities that 
belong to 4 distinct stages of the problem-solving process. These activities 
contribute to the generation of their evidence of learning and 
achievement in the Mathematical Investigation: 

A. Defining the problem statement 
B. Finding a strategy or translating the problem to mathematics 
C. Engaging with the mathematics to solve the problem 
D. Interpreting and reporting 

 

Deadline This CBA will take place over the course of a 3-week period commencing 
on the 06/01/20. 
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MFL (French and Spanish) 
CBA 1 MFL (Spanish and French): Oral Communication 

The Task  There are two areas of activity to the assessment of Oral Communication: 
preparation and communication. 
 
 Preparation will focus primarily on oral and aural interaction in the target 
language, building on students’ language learning to date. Students may 
also find it beneficial to listen to and read texts in the target language 
which will support their preparation for their Oral Communication. 
Evidence of the preparation will be demonstrated during the Oral 
Communication itself. 
 
 Teachers will interact with students during their Oral Communication to 
ensure that both spoken production and spoken interaction skills are 
demonstrated and to gauge students’ comprehension and capacity to 
respond to simple, unscripted questions, at a level appropriate to this age 
and stage of language learning. 
 
 As a guideline, Oral Communication should last about three to four 
minutes, including the teachers’ questions.  
 
 The topic, stimulus material or role-play scenario chosen by the student 
may in some way relate to the target language country and/or culture. 
 
 Formats for the Oral Communication task include: 

• Interview: A student or group choose a topic or area of interest 
and respond to questions asked by the teacher 

• Role-play: A student, pair or group choose a role-play scenario, 
such as booking a holiday, a shopping trip or interacting with a 
host family. During the role-play, students interact with each 
other and/or the teacher. 

• Presentation: A student, pair or group choose a topic or area of 
interest and present on this topic or interest. Students may use 
media and/or props. 

• Conversation in response to stimulus material: A student, pair or 
group select stimulus material—visuals, written text, aural text, 
and so on—which will prompt or guide oral communication.  

 

Where and When This CBA will take place over the course of a 3-week period commencing 
on 20/04/20. 
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Music 
Music CBA 1: The Composition Portfolio 

The Task  This Classroom-Based Assessment offers students an opportunity to 
celebrate their achievements as creators of music artefacts, by compiling 
a collection of their musical ideas and creative expressions in a variety of 
genres and styles over time. The process of gathering and collecting their 
musical ideas into a portfolio, supports students in developing their music 
voice, and allows their musical self and identity to emerge. 
 
 Two pieces from the portfolio of compositions will be selected by the 
student for assessment purposes. The focus of this assessment activity is 
on the creation of a set of musical compositions, ideas or motifs, which 
might include the following options: 

• responding to an auditory or visual stimulus 

• arranging an existing piece of music 

• creating an answering phrase to an existing phrase 

• adding music to a text 

• responding to a story or a literary text 

• creating an advertisement jingle 

• devising a piece of electro-acoustic music 

• creating an anthem or a musical piece for a school event 

• composing music in response to a personal experience. 
 
 A student reflection note must be included with each of the pieces 
submitted. This is intended to give students the opportunity to set out a 
brief statement on the purpose or intention for the creative idea, and asks 
the student to indicate what they have learnt from the creative process. It 
also offers the student the space to consider what they might do 
differently on a subsequent occasion. 
 

Deadline  All portfolios must be submitted no later than the 15/05/20. 
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Science 
CBA 1 Science: Extended Experimental Investigation 

The Task Students are required to undertake an extended experimental 
investigation under one of the following headings: 

- Water 
- Food 
- Forces 
- Plant Growth and Behaviour 
- Chemical Reactions 
- Plastics 
- Energy Conservation. 

 
 This experiment is completed individually in the form of a write up. The 
class teacher will monitor the progress of each group and make 
recommendations about their work. 
 

Where and When This CBA will take place over the course of a 3-week period commencing 
on 16/03/20. 
 
As per JCT guidelines, work on the projects is to be done in the classroom. 
Students may on occasion, with the permission of their teacher, complete 
elements of the project outside of the classroom (for example, distribute 
surveys or conduct an interview). 
 

 

  



The Junior Cycle An Dara Bliain 2019/20 CBA 1 

10 
 

Visual Art 
CBA 1 Visual Art: From Process to Realisation 

The Task  CBA 1 gives students the opportunity to experience an approach that 
reflects that of a practising artist/craftsperson/designer. 
 
 Students must prepare a sketchpad. By working with a theme and strand 
of their choice, students will generate an authentic, personal response. 
The Visual Art sketchpad that students submit should include a record of 
their ideas, research, experimental, exploratory and developmental work 
and processes. Students will also submit their realised work. 
 
 As part of Classroom-Based Assessment 1, students will: 

• Choose their initial theme and appropriate primary sources  

• Research and explore their ideas 

• Consider the Visual Art strand through which they will primarily 
generate their realised work 

• Further develop their ideas for their realised work 

• Record all work and annotations in their Visual Art sketchpad 

• Incorporate the elements of Visual Art throughout their work 

• Complete their realised work 

• Reflect on their decisions, process and realised work 
 
 Students may complete this first Classroom-Based Assessment either 
individually or as part of a group (three students at most). 
 

Where and When This CBA will take place over the course of 8-10 weeks during the period 
06/01/20 – 15/05/20. 
 

 

Gaeilge 
CBA 1 Gaeilge 

The Task The deadline for Gaeilge CBA 1 falls during third year however this CBA is 
a collection of texts task meaning work will take place over the course of 
the school year during class time. 
 

When Both Gaeilge CBAs take place in third year. 
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Marking of CBAs 
Students are graded individually. This will be done based on: 

- Their performance and application to the project (which will be monitored during class 

time). 

- The quality of the final project 

- Each student must complete a reflective worksheet at the end of the project outlining the 

tasks they completed, how they went about these tasks and what they learned as a result. 

 

 Each CBA is corrected by the class teacher. Teachers in the relevant Department will then hold a 

SLAR meeting in which descriptors will be awarded to each CBA. This descriptor, a written 

statement, will appear on the certificate received by the student upon completing their written 

exams in third year. The decision of the department is final. 

 

 In the case of the MRB in English and MFL, the classroom teacher will record each presentation on a 

school owned recording device. This recording will be made for the benefit of assessing the student 

and may be used at the subsequent SLAR meeting of the school’s teachers. All recordings will be 

deleted after the SLAR meeting. 


