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Business 
Business Studies CBA 2 and Assessment Task 

The Task Students must develop and deliver a presentation to the class. The 
presentation can be based on any business concept or issue. 
 
This Classroom-Based Assessment has two priorities: to give students the 
opportunity to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding to real-life 
settings, and to develop their communication skills.  
 
This Classroom-Based Assessment helps students to apply course learning 
to their daily lives, integrate theoretical ideas to practical contexts and 
begin to develop reflective skills. It is designed to build on the positive 
dialogue between students and teachers on business-related interests 
throughout the three years of study. The Presentation is an individual 
project. It comprises of three areas of activity: 

 Investigating 

 Making informed judgements 

 Communicating 
 
The final presentation will last 3 minutes in total. It is crucial that students 
show an excellent understanding of their chosen topic, communicate 
eloquently, give a creative presentation and reflect on their learning. 
 

Deadline This CBA will be completed in November. 
 

Assessment Task Students complete a written Assessment Task next week. This will be 
submitted to the State Examinations Commission for marking as part of 
the state-certified examination for Business Studies. It will be allocated 
10% of the final examination marks. 
 
The Assessment Task is based on the second Classroom-Based 
Assessment. The purpose of the Assessment Task is for students to 
undertake a focused reflection on their individual Presentation. The 
Assessment Task will assess the students on: 

 Their ability to evaluate new knowledge or understanding that has 
emerged through their experience of the Presentation 

 Their capacity to reflect on the skills they have developed in 
undertaking the Presentation 

 Their ability to reflect on how their value system has been influenced 
through their experience of the Presentation.  
 
The Assessment Task is at a Common Level and the questions posed will 
take into account the broad cohort of students taking the assessment. It 
consists of two stages: firstly, discussing and evaluating their individual 
presentations; and secondly, reflecting on and writing about their 
experiences as presenters. 
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English 
English CBA 2 and Assessment Task 

The Task The Collection of Student’s Texts. 
 
The work in the student’s collection of texts will have occurred during 
normal classwork over the course of second and third year. The 
development of the student’s skills and appreciation of writing, as well as 
attendant skills in oral communication and reading, is the main purpose of 
the process. 
 
The focus of activity will be on the creation of a range of student texts 
which might include pieces in the following genres: opinion piece, 
descriptive piece, a functional writing piece, autobiography, humorous 
piece, media piece, critique, narrative, an expressive piece (including a 
poem), drama or film script, and so on. 
 
Completion of this Classroom-Based Assessment in Year Three involves 
each student choosing two texts from their collection to submit for 
assessment. A Student Reflection Note must be included with each of the 
texts. 
 

Deadline The deadline for submission of the Collection of Texts is 13/03/20. 
 

Assessment Task The Assessment Task consists of two stages: firstly, engaging with and 
discussing a piece of stimulus material to prepare for the written task; and 
secondly, reflecting upon and writing about their experiences as creators 
of texts. The Assessment Task is offered at a Common Level and the 
questions posed will take into account the broad cohort of students taking 
the assessment. 
This Assessment task makes up 10% of the final grade awarded by the 
State Examinations Commission.  
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Gaeilge 1 
Irish CBA 1: Language Portfolio 

The Task  Students must create a language portfolio in this task. 
 
 This Classroom-Based Assessment gives the student a chance to create a 
language portfolio which includes a wide range of samples of work 
undertaken by the student. The students have the opportunity to 
establish their own learning goals, to display their own work, to reflect on 
this work and on their progress of their own language learning journey. 
This process helps the student to develop their language skills and their 
cultural understanding. 
 
 The portfolio is marked based on the ability to communicate clearly, on 
language and cultural awareness and on the student’s own personal 
development. 
 
 The work in the student’s portfolio will arise from normal classwork. The 
students will have many opportunities to create texts for the portfolio (for 
example: projects, learning logs, creative pieces such as poems and stories 
the student writes themselves, reflective pieces, recorded pieces and 
presentations). 
 
 The student selects three pieces of work to include in the language 
portfolio for this Classroom-Based Assessment. The student is free to 
choose any piece of work created in second or third year for inclusion in 
the portfolio. But they must ensure: 

1. To include one audio or visual recording  
2. That at least one piece of work was inspired by a piece of 

literature read in class. 
 
 A reflective note must be completed for each of the three pieces selected 
by the student. This will include the title or topic, a brief note as to why 
you chose this item and a reflection on what you learnt from creating it. 
 

Deadline This CBA must be completed by the 22/11/19. 
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Gaeilge 2 
Irish CBA 2: Communication Task 

The Task  The Communication Task places emphasis on the student’s oral and 
interactive abilities. It gives the student the chance to develop and 
improve their spoken Irish while also allowing students to improve their 
other key skills. 
 
 The task requires students to engage in research and prepare a 
presentation to be delivered in class. Students may answer questions 
posed by their peers and by their teacher during the presentation. 
Interaction is a key component of this task meaning both listening skills 
and spoken skills are required. 
 
 Once the task has been completed, each student must complete an 
individual reflection sheet. The student will detail their own role in the 
task and they must list any materials or sources used while preparing for 
the task. Each student must complete their own reflection sheet 
regardless of whether they completed the task as part of a group or as an 
individual. 
 
 The Communication Task should last between 3-4 minutes. Included in 
this time is interactions or questions posed by other students or by the 
teacher, time for the student to think before answering a question, time 
to correct their own pronunciation etc. 
 
 The student may choose any of the following formats to complete the 
task: presentation, interview, role-play, acting or conversation. Spoken 
ability and the ability to interact will be assessed regardless of which 
format is used. 

Deadline This CBA will be completed over the course of three weeks in January. 

Assessment Task Students undertake a written Assessment Task to be submitted to the 
State Examinations Commission for marking. This task is worth 10% of the 
grade awarded by the SEC.  The Assessment Task is directly related to the 
second Classroom-Based Assessment, the Communication Task. 
 
The Assessment Task will comprise of some or all of the following: 

 Engagement with a short stimulus in visual, written, audio or 
audio-visual format to prepare for the written task. 

 A written task that tests the students in one or more of the 
following: 

o their ability to outline and/or discuss their experience of 
compiling their Student Language Portfolio 

o their understanding and evaluation of that experience 
o their capacity to reflect on the skills they have developed 
o their understanding of a cultural aspect of the target 

language country as explored in one or more texts in their 
Student Language Portfolio. 

 
 The Assessment Task takes a double class period or two single class 
periods (i.e. a minimum of 80 minutes) to complete.  
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The Assessment Task is offered at a Common Level and the questions 
posed will take into account the broad cohort of students taking the 
assessment. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
Modern Foreign Languages CBA 2 and Assessment Task 

The Task CBA 2 in MFL (French and Spanish) requires students to prepare a learning 
portfolio. 
 
 The work in the student’s portfolio will arise from normal classwork. A 
student might write a simple blog entry or an email, or might make a short 
video, and then select that piece of work for inclusion in the portfolio. The 
portfolio helps students to capture their language learning and develop 
cultural awareness; to reflect on their language development and to 
develop confidence in their communicative abilities in the target 
language. 
 
The focus of activity will be on the creation of a range of texts which might 
include items such as: 

 short pieces of descriptive writing (handwritten or digital) relating 
to the student’s own world or to the countries/culture of the 
target language 

 project work on aspects of the target language countries/culture 

 cartoons with text 

 audio or video clips 

 blogs or emails 

 simple narrative or diary excerpts 

 expressive pieces (such as a poem). 
 
Students, in consultation with their teachers, select three pieces to submit 
for the Student Language Portfolio Classroom-Based Assessment. One of 
these pieces must be in oral format. Also, at least one piece should show 
some awareness of the culture or country/countries of the language you 
are learning. 
 
You must complete a written Student Reflection Note for each one. This 
will include the title or topic, a brief note as to why you chose this item 
and a reflection on what you learnt from creating it. 
 

Deadline The deadline set by the JCT for completion of this CBA is 13/03/20. 
 

Assessment Task Students undertake a written Assessment Task to be submitted to the 
State Examinations Commission for marking. This task is worth 10% of the 
grade awarded by the SEC. 
 
The Assessment Task is directly related to the second Classroom-Based 
Assessment, the Student Language Portfolio. 
 
The Assessment Task will comprise of some or all of the following: 

 Engagement with a short stimulus in visual, written, audio or 
audio-visual format to prepare for the written task. 

 A written task that tests the students in one or more of the 
following: 
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o their ability to outline and/or discuss their experience of 
compiling their Student Language Portfolio 

o their understanding and evaluation of that experience 
o their capacity to reflect on the skills they have developed 
o their understanding of a cultural aspect of the target 

language country as explored in one or more texts in their 
Student Language Portfolio. 

 
 The Assessment Task takes a double class period or two single class 
periods (i.e. a minimum of 80 minutes) to complete.  
 
The Assessment Task is offered at a Common Level and the questions 
posed will take into account the broad cohort of students taking the 
assessment. 
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Science 
Science CBA 2 and Assessment Task 

The Task The Science in Society Investigation (SSI) gives students an opportunity to 
explore a scientific topic or issue. The development of research and 
reporting skills are central here (for example searching for information, 
discriminating between sources, documenting sources used, presenting 
evidence in a report, etc.). 
 
The SSI is an individual research project comprising of three activities: 

- initiating research 
- communicating 
- evaluating. 

 
The chosen topics should relate to the following areas: 
- A technological application of science 
- An application of science that has an effect on human health 
- An application of science that has an effect on the environment 
- An application of science that has an effect on society. 
 
Students will report their research and findings in a format of their choice. 
If a typed or hand-written report is the format of their choice, the total 
length of a written report would typically be in the 650-800 words range. 

Deadline The CBA will be carried out over a three-week period beginning 02/12/19. 
 

Assessment Task Students undertake a written Assessment Task to be submitted to the 
State Examinations Commission for marking. This task is worth 10% of the 
marks used to determine the grade awarded by the SEC. 
 
The Assessment Task links to the principal objective of the SSI, which is to 
analyse the information/secondary data collected, evaluate the claims and 
opinions studied, and draw evidence-based conclusions about the issues 
involved. 
 
The Assessment Task will comprise of some or all of the following: 
▪ Engagement with a short stimulus in written, audio, audio-visual or 
multi-modal format in preparation for the written task 
▪ A written task that tests the students in: 
- their ability to evaluate reliability of sources, analyse and evaluate data, 
information and evidence, and draw valid conclusions 
- their ability to apply their learning to unseen contexts and scenarios 
 
 
The Assessment Task is offered at a Common Level and the questions 
posed will take into account the broad cohort of students taking the 
assessment. 
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Visual Art 
Visual Art CBA 2 and Assessment Task 

The Task Students are given three themes from which they choose one. From their 
chosen theme students will create initial ideas, research, explore and 
develop them through the two strands of Visual Art they did not already 
undertake as part of the first Classroom-Based Assessment. 
 
 Students must complete this second Classroom-Based Assessment 
individually. 
 
As part of Classroom-Based Assessment 2, students will: 

 Interpret the theme/s 

 Indicate the two Visual Art strands through which they will 
primarily generate their realised works 

 Research and explore their initial ideas 

 Engage with the elements of Visual Art 

 Record all their work and annotations in their Visual Art sketchpad 

 Curate and present their initial ideas to their teacher and peers 

 Record and reflect on the feedback received from their teacher 
and peers 

 

Deadline  Work on this CBA began on 09/09/19. The CBA is scheduled to finish on 
18/09/19. 
 

 

Marking of CBAs 
Students are graded individually. This will be done based on: 

- Their performance and application to the project (which will be monitored during class 

time). 

- The quality of the final project 

- Each student must complete a reflective worksheet at the end of the project outlining the 

tasks they completed, how they went about these tasks and what they learned as a result. 

 

 Each CBA is corrected by the class teacher. Teachers in the relevant Department will then hold a 

SLAR meeting in which descriptors will be awarded to each CBA. This descriptor, a written 

statement, will appear on the certificate received by the student upon completing their written 

exams in third year. The decision of the department is final. 

 

 In the case of the MRB in English and MFL, the classroom teacher will record each presentation on a 

school owned recording device. This recording will be made for the benefit of assessing the student 

and may be used at the subsequent SLAR meeting of the school’s teachers. All recordings will be 

deleted after the SLAR meeting. 


