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24th August 2020 

 

A chairde,  

 

We wish to update you all on our preparations for the reopening of the school. Much work is still underway 

preparing the school in order to minimise the risk of the spread of the virus. We have had teams of builders and 

contractors on site completing Summer Works. We now have new flooring in the Technology/Woodwork room, 

Science Room and Home Economics Room. New and stronger doors are being installed this week at various 

locations around the school. Staff and student toilets as well as Room 20 are having an air ventilation and filtration 

system installed. The computer room has been converted into a Music room and we now have two laptop computer 

trolleys that essentially will act as two computer rooms on wheels.  

We have managed through timetable construction and careful configuration of space in rooms to ensure that classes 

from first to fifth year will have their own base classrooms. As a result, these students will only have to move out 

from their base classrooms when attending practical subject classes. Only sixth year students will move from class 

to class using the largest available free rooms. These measures will mean less footfall on the corridors and allow 

for the recommended social distancing during classes.  

It is now a requirement that teachers, staff and students attending post primary schools wear a face covering 

when a physical distance of 2m from other staff or students cannot be maintained. See  gov.ie see Masks/Face 

coverings  and also see section below on Mask/Face coverings.   

Teachers will work on revising the curriculum and assessment methods following the latest guidance from the 

Department of Education and Skills and the NCCA. All schools have been required to create an addendum to the 

Code of Behaviour.  

Please bear in mind that all Covid 19 emergency measures are dynamic, subject to change as we have seen last 

week, and that the information provided here is based on the ‘COVID-19 Response Plan for the safe and 

sustainable reopening of Post Primary Schools (Version 2)’ and the suite of related documents that are currently 

in place. These are available on gov.ie Covid 19 DOS guidance    

 

 

On Friday 21st August, Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly and the Department of Education and Skills 

instructed that schools in Kildare will reopen as planned. 

 

The following are the final return to school dates for all years 

September 1    Tuesday        First years attend a welcome and induction session 9am - 12:15 

September 2  Wednesday   First, third and sixth years return from 9am- 1:15.  

September 3  Thursday       First, second and third, fifth and sixth years return from 9am- 1:15  

September 4  Friday                Fourth years and all other years from 9am - 1:15 

September 7    Monday                         All students back and full school days 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gccd.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/41704-control-measures-covid-19-response-plan-for-safe-reopening-of-post-primary-schools/#use-of-ppe-in-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/41704-control-measures-covid-19-response-plan-for-safe-reopening-of-post-primary-schools/#use-of-ppe-in-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7acad-reopening-our-post-primary-schools/


  

      GCCD Covid 19 Rules and Protocols  

 There will be ‘One-Way System’ in operation on the school corridors and students will be instructed to 

use assigned entry/exit points based on their class/year group.    

 Students will have their own desks assigned to them in each classroom.  

 In order to avoid students congregating inside, lockers will not be used by for the foreseeable future.  

 As a result, students will have to keep their textbooks at home for homework. The school will coordinate 

and facilitate students in taking their books from the book scheme home. Also, they will need to keep 

their school bags light with space for their lunchbox, student diary, an A4 refill pad or some copybooks, a 

replacement cloth mask perhaps stored in a clear zip lock bag.  

 Students will have to keep their bags and coats/jackets with them throughout the day. 

 Parents will not be allowed to use the school car park when dropping off or collecting and students 

should be encouraged to walk or cycle where possible. All visits to school will be by prior appointment 

only. 

 All PE classes will take place outside and not indoors. We also hope to use local sports facilities within 

walking distance from the school.    

 Uniforms will still be compulsory except on days where students have PE as changing rooms will not be 

in use. Students need to be appropriately dressed in their navy GCCD sports top and navy tracksuit 

bottoms and ready for PE classes outside and for our changeable Irish Weather.  

 It will not be possible to have students more than 2 metres apart in classrooms and therefore cloth face-

masks will be required. 

 Parents/guardians will need to monitor their own child’s health from home and keep them at home if they 

have any doubts.  

 If a student presents with symptoms in school, they will be taken discreetly to a special quarantine room 

and parents will be expected to collect them as soon as possible.  

 Students may expect to see a lot of Covid 19 signage around the school and they will be expected to 

comply with all instructions displayed concerning sanitising and social distancing.   

 We advise parents to be prepared for the possibility of further remote learning from home if the need 

should arise. Teachers will be employing a more blended approach to teaching and learning.    

 

Staggered Morning and Lunchtime Breaks 
 

Morning Break:   11:00am to 11:20      Lunch Break   1:20pm to 1:50pm  

 

Students will have a 20 minute morning break and a 30-minute lunch break. We are operating a blue-yellow 

protocol at break time. Having consulted with students on their first day back; students will be assigned a break-

time group; blue or yellow, and then they will be given their own desk. In the first half of each break the blue 

group will stay in and have their lunch and then they will swap around with the yellow group for the second 

half. This will allow enough distance between students in the class so that they can remove their masks while 

they are eating. Again, students will have to remain seated at their assigned desks while they eat their lunch in 

the classroom and they are required to take their own rubbish home in their schoolbag for reasons of hygiene. 

We can also rotate which group goes out first throughout the year.  There will be no eating or drinking allowed 

in the yard.  

 

Normal classes Blues have lunch -  Yellows out Yellows have lunch -  Blues Out 

 

  

 

* As Sixth years do not have base classrooms, they will be divided up and assigned rooms to have their lunch with 

enough space for social distancing.  



  

Masks/Face Coverings 

The DOS position been further amended in the last few days. Essentially, masks and facial coverings are now 

‘required’.  See gov.ie see Masks/Face coverings for more detailed information.  

 

➢ In GCCD, students must wear masks correctly (covering mouth and nose), in classrooms where 2 metres 

social distancing is not possible. 

➢ Masks must be worn in corridors when moving between and entering new classes.   

➢ Students should bring two cloth face masks to school each day so they can freshen their masks. 

➢ We recommend that students experiment with different kinds of cloth masks prior to returning to school 

to find the type that feels the most comfortable for themselves. 

➢ The school will allow students to wear cloth masks of their own choosing so long as masks are 

inoffensive to others. 

➢ If a student forgets their mask, masks will be available for the school office at a fee of €1. (This can be 

paid through easy payments if the student has no money at the time)   

 

School Sanitisation 

We have installed sanitising dispensers in all classrooms and at all key locations around the school. We are also 

implementing a greatly enhanced cleaning regime for all classrooms, corridors, toilets etc. 

 

Students for their part are required to help with cleaning their own learning spaces so that we can have the best 

hygiene standards possible. When changing to new rooms they will have to clean their learning space before taking 

their position. There are sanitisation stations in all classrooms with the necessary cleaning supplies for desks and 

hand gel dispensers. Students will receive instruction as to the proper wearing and removal of masks and they will 

be shown how to clean their learning places.   

➢ Students will be required to sanitise their desk regularly and sanitise any school equipment they use. 

➢ Students are not allowed to share any equipment including books, pens, paper etc.   

➢ Students should not engage in any physical contact such as hand shaking, hugging etc.   

➢ Students are required to practice good hygiene practices and observe respiratory etiquette at all times.   
  

The Department of Education and Skills just published on Friday 21st August a document entitled Assessment 

Arrangements For Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021. Click here to download and view.  

Detailed information as to Leaving Certificate subjects is contained within this document. The number of 

Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs) to be completed by those entering third year has been reduced and the 

dates for completion of some elements extended into the new school year.  
 

The school’s code of behavior and other relevant policies are currently being altered to take account of re-

opening during Covid 19. All rules concerning Covid 19 and health and safety will be strictly enforced. We will 

send on these rules when they have been ratified by the BOM. Should you have any other questions or concerns, 

please email eolas@gccd.ie. 

 

These are certainly challenging times for all concerned. Every member of staff is acutely aware of the need to 

protect the physical and mental wellbeing of our students. Still, in spite of all, I have no doubt that students will 

adapt to these necessary changes at school. When students meet all their school friends again in September, I 

expect it will really boost their spirits and their resilience and help them to relax. We on the staff all look forward 

to hearing their familiar peals of laughter ringing throughout our school again.   

 
 

Tabhair aire agus tóg go bog é  

 

___________________________ 

Conor Ó Mathúna         

Príomhoide Gníomhach 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/41704-control-measures-covid-19-response-plan-for-safe-reopening-of-post-primary-schools/#use-of-ppe-in-schools
https://www.tui.ie/_fileupload/assessment-arrangements-junior-cycle-and-leaving-certificate-examinations-2021.pdf
mailto:eolas@gccd.ie

