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Introduction 

 At this stage in your school career you, with your parents/guardians, will have to choose the subjects 

you are going to take in the Leaving Certificate. It is important to consider the implications these choices 

may have on your future third level and career choices. You will be required to take seven exam 

subjects. 

 

 What you must do is choose subjects which will give you a good balance, or mix, in order to keep as 

many options as possible open, for your future career choice. Very few young people of 15 or 16 years 

of age are sure of what they want to do after school and may change their minds about possible future 

careers several times over the next couple of years. 

 

Questions to Ask Yourself 

 You can help yourself to make the wisest choice if you keep in mind that entry to many courses and 

jobs from the Leaving Certificate often depends on the standard of the results you achieve, rather than 

the subjects you achieve them in (that is to say, you must achieve a certain number of points to qualify 

for a course, but it doesn’t matter which subjects you achieved these points in). It would also help to 

ask yourselves the following questions: 

 

1. What subjects am I most interested in? 

2. Which subjects am I likely to be best at? 

3. How difficult is it to achieve really good results in each subject? 

4. What subjects, if any, will I need?  

 

The answers to numbers 1 and 2 will probably be quite closely linked. Generally, if you are interested 

in, and like something, it is easier to do well at it. 

 

Research you should do 

 To see what subject you will need, get a sheet of paper and list any career, third level course and job 

areas you are even slightly interested in, find out the entry requirements, and list them. This exercise 

has become increasingly important over the last few years. 

 

 When you have done all that, remember it is important to make a balanced choice of subjects. 

 

 If you do intend to specialise after leaving school, then you should, almost certainly, choose some 

relevant subjects for the Leaving Certificate. This applies to Science, Business, Languages, etc.   

 

Entry requirements for Third Level courses are complex and vary from course to course, so you must 

now refer to the relevant literature or go to the university website. Excellent websites are 

www.quailifax.ie,  www.careersportal.ie www.ucas.com and www.cao.ie.  

 

An important note before we discuss the subjects 

 Remember that the Leaving Certificate requires a great amount of hard work over two years. You are 

fooling yourself if you think it does not. It is much easier to work hard if you have chosen, in so far as 

http://www.quailifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.cao.ie/
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is possible, subjects which you like. The Leaving Certificate also requires a sense of purpose, motivation 

to get accepted for a certain course, motivation to get a better job, etc. A good level of education can 

only improve your chances. To do well in the Leaving Certificate also requires some academic ability. 

Use what you have to its fullest, don't blame others for your lack of success, as when it all boils down, 

you get from it what you put into it. Whether it is fair or not, what you do with the next two years may 

determine what you do with the next step in your life. 

 

Questions to consider if you’re unsure about a subject 

1. Did you enjoy the subject at Junior Cycle level? 

2. What did you learn in this subject during Transition Year? 

3. Ask the relevant teacher questions if you need more information. 

4. Look at the textbook used by the subject – does it look interesting? (Don’t worry if it looks 

hard, you haven’t learned it yet!) 

5. Ask students from fifth- and sixth-year questions about the subject. 

6. Do some self-reflection, do you have the correct skills and abilities to do well in this subject? 

7. Does the subject interest you? 

8. Do you think you could achieve a good result in this subject? 

9. Do you need this subject to get a place on any college courses? There is an excellent resource 

on Qualifax to find out: 

www.qualifax.ie – useful tools (in the list on the left) – minimum subject requirements – 

Leaving Certificate 

 

 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Matriculation 

 A student must have the particular academic entry requirements (also called matriculation 

requirements) for the course he or she wants to take. You can find detailed information on the websites 

of the universities, institutes of technology and colleges of education. 

 

University Sector 

National University of Ireland: The minimum entry requirement for the universities that are part of 

the National University of Ireland (NUI) is 6 Leaving Certificate subjects, including English and Irish. 

You must get at least grade H5 in 2 subjects and grade O6 or H7 in 4 subjects. There may be additional 

course requirements, such as maths, for specific courses. 

 

University of Limerick: The minimum entry requirement is 6 Leaving Certificate subjects, including 

English, maths and either Irish or another language. You must get at least grade H5 in 2 subjects and 

grade O6 or H7 in 4 subjects. There may be additional course requirements for specific courses. 

 

Trinity College Dublin: The minimum entry requirement is 6 Leaving Certificate subjects, with grade 

H5 on 3 Higher Level papers and grade O6 or H7 in English, maths and another language. Students can 

also have a combination of 6 subjects with grade H5 on 3 Higher-Level papers and grade O6 or H7 in 

English, Latin and another subject not a language. There may be additional course requirements for 

specific courses. 

 

Dublin City University: The minimum entry requirement is 6 Leaving Certificate subjects. You must 

get at least grade H5 in 2 subjects and grade O6 or H7 in 4 subjects. The subjects must include maths 

and either English or Irish. There may be additional course requirements for specific courses. 

 

Technological Sector 

Each technological university or institute of technology can set its own entry requirements. However, 

the general entry requirements for Level 6, 7 and 8 courses are set out below. 

 

Level 8 (Honours Degree) courses: The minimum entry requirement is 6 Leaving Certificate 

subjects. You must get at least grade H5 in 2 subjects and grade O6 or H7 in 4 subjects. The subjects 

must include maths and either English or Irish. There may be additional course requirements for specific 

courses. 

 

Levels 6 and 7 (Higher Certificate and Ordinary Degree): You must get at least grade O6 or H7 

in 5 subjects. The subjects must include maths and either English or Irish. There may be additional 

course requirements for specific courses. 
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Colleges of Education 

Colleges of education provide specialised training for primary school teachers. There are specific 

minimum grades for maths and English. The entry requirements to specialised teacher training are set 

out by the Department of Education and Skills. 

 

PLC courses 

Places on Post-Leaving Certificate courses are not allocated on the basis of points, but applicants must 

be of Leaving Certificate standard. Most colleges interview candidates to determine their suitability. 

 

The Subjects 

 

  

Mandatory

• English

• Irish

• Mathematics

• French / Spanish

Optional

(Pick 3)

• Accounting

• Art

• Biology

• Business

• Chemistry

• Construction Studies 
(Woodwork)

• Geography

• History

• Home Economics

• Music

• Physics

Not Examined

• Career Guidance

• Personal Development

• Physical Education

• Religious Education

• Social, Personal and 
Health Education
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The Optional Subjects 

*Construction Studies (Woodwork) 

What type of student?  

• Creative 

• Communicative 

• Good with their hands 

• Accurate 

• Students may select this subject even if they didn’t take Technology for the Junior Cycle.  

 

Topics 

 Leaving Certificate construction studies provides students in senior cycle with an introduction to the 

knowledge and skills involved in construction technology and construction materials and processes. 

Students develop their ability to communicate ideas and information and to apply accurate observation 

and scientific investigation through exploring materials and processes. 

• General information about construction 

• Substructure 

• Superstructure 

• Internal Construction 

• Heat and Thermal Effects 

• Lighting 

• Sound 

 

The Exam 

• Part A: Practical Exam 

• Part B: An Assessment of Laboratory Work 

• Part C: Written Paper 

• Parts A + B are worth 150 marks. Part C is worth 300 marks. 

 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  2.9 14.9 20.7 23.5 19.3 11.8 5.2 1.7  

  

Third Level 

 This subject will be beneficial to you in life in general, but it will be particularly useful to anyone 

thinking about these career paths: architect, engineer, landscaper, building trades, etc. 

 

Biology 

What type of student?  

• Accurate 

• Careful 

• Detail orientated 
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Topics  

 Biology is the science of life that focuses on living things. The Leaving Certificate course covers a 

number of branches of Biology. These include: 

• Botany – the study of plants 

• Zoology – the study of animals 

• Microbiology – the study of microorganisms, as well as ecology, anatomy, physiology, 

embryology, genetics, and biochemistry. 

 The course is divided into three units: 

• Unit 1: The Study of Life (ecology and food science) 

• Unit 2: The Cell (genetics, photosynthesis, respiration, and enzymes) 

• Unit 3: The Organism (a study of body systems, plant biology, and microbiology) 

 There are 22 mandatory practical activities. Three of these are examined each year, two of which have 

to be answered. A laboratory record of these activities has to be kept and available for inspection by 

The Department of Education and Science. As of yet no marks are awarded for the laboratory notebook 

or the portfolio. An ecology portfolio has also to be completed. This is usually done in fifth year. 

 In this course there is a strong emphasis on social and applied aspects e.g. when studying the breathing 

system, a breathing disorder is studied. 

 

The Exam  

 Biology is assessed by means of one terminal examination paper at each level. Students are required to 

keep a record of their practical work over the two years of the course. The exam is three hours in 

duration. 

• Section A: 100 marks. Answer 5 of 6 short questions 

• Section B: 60 marks. Answer 2 out of 3 questions on practical activities 

• Section C: 240 marks. Answer 4 of 6 long questions 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  7.7 15.8 16.6 16.5 16.3 13.7  8.6 4.8 

  

Third Level  

 Biology is recommended for Veterinary Medicine (UCD) and is required for Genetics (UCC) and 

Human Health & Disease (TCD). Nursing; Veterinary Medicine & Veterinary Nursing; Health Care; 

Environmental Management; Education; Biotechnology; Forensic Science; Biomedical Engineering; 

Medicine; Laboratory Technician; Pharmacy. 
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Chemistry 

What type of student?  

• Diligent 

• Numerical 

• Good Imagination 

• Organised 

• Motivated 

• A good mathematical ability is advised to get the most out of this course. 

 

Topics  

The main topics covered are: 

1. Atomic Structure 

2. Bonding 

3. Volumetric Analysis 

4. Fuels and Heat 

5. Rate of Reaction 

6. Organic Chemistry 

7. Environmental Chemistry 

 

The Exam  

• One terminal exam worth 100% of your grade. There are no marks for project work. The exam lasts 

3 hours. 

 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  13.2 17.9 16.7 14.7 12.6 10.9 6.5 7.5 

  

Third Level  

 You must take Leaving Certificate Chemistry if you wish to study medicine in Ireland. 

 This course will suit anyone considering a career in science, pharmaceuticals, teaching, health & safety, 

sports’ science, nutrition, veterinary and medicine. 

 

Music 

What type of student?  

• Musical 

• Creative 

• Inquisitive 

• Methodical 

• Organised  

• You can take this subject, even if you didn't take music for the Junior Cycle, if you are able to 

play a musical instrument or sing. It is advised you should be able to read notations.  
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Topics  

 There are three areas of activity in the course: 

1. Performance 

• Students can choose to perform on their own or as part of a group. 

• Training in musical technology 

o How to create a soundtrack 

o How to publish music with computer software 

2. Listening 

• Listening to a wide variety of styles, including old and modern. 

• Works of Bach, Tchaikovsky, Barry and Queen. 

• Traditional Irish music 

3. Composing 

• Composing a melody 

• Harmony 

- Each student must choose one area of activity to undertake additional study in (the majority focus on 

performance).  

 

The Exam  

• Practical Exam (Performance) 

• A listening exam (90 minutes) 

• A composing exam (90 minutes) 

• 50% of marks are awarded for the area of activity the student focused on (usually the performance). 

• 25% of the marks are awarded for each of the other areas of activity. 

• Students who choose composition as their area of activity must submit a selection of their musical 

work to the State Examinations Commission for assessment. 

 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  3.9 32.1 35.8 18.7 7.3 1.8 0.4 0.1  

  

Third Level  

 As well as courses in music and in sound production, this subject will help anyone who is considering 

primary teaching as a career. You should consider this subject if you have an interest in musical theatre 

or is you are a musician who would like to expand on your musical repertoire.  

 

Student Opinion 

 Leaving Certificate music really suits any student with an interest in music. A talent for singing helps, 

but it isn’t necessary because there are many options to pick from for the practical exam. For example, 

you could focus on musical technology for the practical exam instead of singing. 

 As well as that, I also like this subject because it gives the opportunity to learn about a wide range of 

genres. You don’t need to learn a lot of things off by heart for music, and I enjoyed that because it was 

a break from other subjects such as Irish and Biology. 
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Accounting 

What type of student?  

• Methodical: every account follows a process, you need to learn these processes 

• Organised: there is a lot of rough work to be done for an exam question, this work must be laid 

out neatly so you can refer to it while answering the question  

• Numerical: you must be comfortable dealing with numbers  

• Time Management: you need to manage your time carefully in the exam and in study 

• Diligent: 60 minutes of work in class isn’t enough, it is very important to practice questions at 

home  

• Students may select Accounting even if they didn’t take Business Studies for the Junior Cycle  

 

Topics  

 Leaving Certificate Accounting provides students with the knowledge, understanding and skills in 

accounting and financial management necessary for managing personal and basic company accounts. 

The learning experiences in accounting develop students’ organisational, logical thinking, planning and 

problem-solving skills for their future life, work and study. It also develops their numeracy skills within 

the context of business and enterprise. Included in the main areas of study are: 

• Depreciation, Revaluation, Control and Suspense Accounts  

• Final Accounts  

• Published Accounts  

• Service Firm, Club and Farm Accounts  

• Interpretation of Accounts 

• Cash Flow Forecasts and Tabular Statements  

• Budgeting 

 

The Exam  

 Leaving Certificate Accounting is assessed with one final examination worth 100% of your final grade. 

The exam lasts 3 hours. You must answer 4-5 of the 9 questions asked.  

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  6.6  21.5  19.6  16.3  12.6  10.1  6.9  6.5  

  

Third Level  

 This subject will help anyone who is considering a business course, a financial course or an accounting 

course at third level. You should really consider accounting if you have ambitions of being an 

accountant or an auditor in the future. 

Student Opinion 

 Accounting is a greatly beneficial subject if you enjoyed the accounting questions for the Junior Cycle 

and are interested in business finances. The subject is challenging but you learn important lessons and 
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the questions are very similar once you have learned the process. This subject isn’t for everyone, but it 

is very rewarding if you are happy to work at it. 

  

Home Economics 

What type of student?  

• Flexible 

• Adaptable 

• An active learner 

• Confident 

• Resourceful 

 

Topics  

 Leaving Certificate Home Economics provides students with knowledge, understanding, skills and 

attitudes necessary for managing their own lives, for further and higher education and work. 

 The core of the course is mainly theory and 60% of the exam is based on these sections: 

• Food – Nutrition, diet, preparation, cooking, technology. 

• Social studies – The family, Marriage, The family in society.  

• Home management / Consumer studies – housing, home management, consumer studies, 

textiles and technology. 

 Another 20% is based on an elective study. In the school we generally do the social elective. This 

covers the community, education, child development and the changing world. The reason we do this 

section is because students find it easier to relate to the topics and link them with everyday life.  

 The final 20% of the course is based on a journal the students have to write up based on cookery 

assignments the department send out. These journals are sent off the Christmas before the Leaving Cert. 

 

The Exam  

• Practical coursework (20%) 

• One written exam lasting 2.5 hours (80%) 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  3 16 25.7 25.3 17.8 9.2 2.5 0.6  

  

Third Level  

 Students learn the basics required for a career in food, textiles, science, design, social studies and 

tourism. This subject will help with managing your household in the future. 
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Art 

What type of student?  

• An active learner 

• Confident 

• Resourceful 

• Creative 

 

Topics  

 Leaving Certificate Art aims to develop in learners the knowledge, skills, understanding and values 

needed to bring an idea to realisation and to respond to, understand, analyse and evaluate their own 

work and the work of others. Each learner is a unique individual and will be enabled to develop their 

own skill set in a personal way. The learner will become aware of the world of Visual Studies, how it 

can inform their own work and life, and thereby become more aware of their own place in a wider 

society. 

 There are three stands to this course: 

• Creating 

• Researching 

• Responding 

 

The Exam  

• Practical Coursework (50%) 

• Practical Exam (20%) 

• Written Exam (30%) 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  3 13.9 22.5 24.2 19.1 11.5 4.3 1.4 

  

Third Level  

 Art could be useful for a wide range of students. It could be helpful to anyone considering these 

careers: architect, website designer, graphic artist, decorator, advertising, animator, photographer, 

jeweller, etc. 

 

Physics 

What type of student?  

• Diligent 

• Numerate 

• Organised 

• Motivated 
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• To enjoy Leaving Certificate Physics you should have a good ability in maths and have an 

interest in problem solving. 

 

Topics  

 Leaving Certificate Physics aims to give students an understanding of the fundamental principles of 

physics and their application to everyday life. It offers a general education in physics to all students, 

enabling them to develop an understanding of the scientific method and their ability to observe, to think 

logically and to communicate effectively. Science technology and society (STS) is an integral part of 

the syllabus so that students can be aware of the principles of the applications of physics in the everyday 

world.  

• Light 

• Electricity 

• Forces, Movement and Energy 

• Magnetism 

• Optics and Lenses 

• Wave motion and electromagnetics 

• The Atom 

 

The Exam  

• Physics is assessed over one exam worth 100% of your mark, no marks are awarded for 

classroom project work. 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  10.8 16.3 15 14.2 14.6 12.6 9.1 7.4 

  

Third Level  

 Physics will be useful to anyone considering these careers: engineering, medicine, dentistry, etc. 

 

Business 

What type of student?  

• Organised 

• Accurate 

• Interest in business  

• Time management 

• Diligent 

• Students may take Business for the Leaving Certificate even if they didn’t take Business Studies 

for the Junior Cycle.  

 

Topics  

1. People in Business and Business Law 

2. Enterprise 

3. Management 

4. Finance 

5. Marketing 

6. Business Organisation 
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7. International Business 

 Some of the above topics were covered on the Junior Cycle course. Students will develop on this 

learning for the Leaving Certificate course. 

 

The Exam  

 One three-hour exam which is worth 100% of your grade. 

Section 1: Short questions, answer 8 of 10 (80 marks) 

Section 2: Applied Business Question (80 marks) 

Section 3: One question loosely based on each topic, answer 4 of 7 (240 marks) 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade H1 H2 H3 H4 H5 H6 H7 H8 

% 4 16.2 19.8 18.6 17.5 13.2 7.2 3.5 

  

Third Level  

 Nationally in 2018, one of every seven students took a Business course at third level. The Leaving 

Certificate course will give you a good basis if you are interested in a business course, a financial course 

or a human resource management course. This subject will be very useful for anyone considering 

creating their own business or for anyone with an interest in Business matters. 

 

History 

“He who doesn’t understand history is doomed to repeat it”. 

What type of student?  

• Organised 

• An interest in discussion/debate 

• An interest in the wider world 

• Ability to prepare long essays 

• An interest in research 

• An interest in the future of Ireland 

 

What will you get from studying History for the Leaving Certificate 

• A cultural and moral awareness 

• Critical analysis skills 

• An deeper understanding of the context and future of Ireland in the crucial twenty years to come 

• An understanding of your identity 

• An understanding of why Ireland and the world are as they are socially, politically and 

economically 
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Topics  

 In Leaving Certificate History, students will mostly focus on events from the 20th century. Not only 

does the subject investigate the politics, it also considers culture, economics and social circumstances. 

  There are two Irish topics which give you an excellent understanding of the two states on the island 

during a turbulent and interesting time full of change: 

1. The Search for Sovereignty and the Effect of Partition, 1912-49 

2. Northern Ireland between 1945 and 1989 (Case Study Question) 

 

 A further two topics focus on gaining an understanding of the two continents which have the greatest 

effect on life in Ireland today – North America and Europe 

3. The United States of America and the World, 1945 and 1989 

4. Dictatorship and Democracy, 1920-1945  

 

The Exam  

• Research on your chosen subject (20%) 

• Three four page essays (20% x 3) 

• Case Study (20%) 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  6.7  16.1  21.9 23.1  16.1  10.3  4 1.8  

  

Third Level  

 History will help students with an interest in these careers: 

Journalism / The Media 

Tourism 

Business / Economy planning 

Politics 

Teaching 

Advertising 

Public Relations 

Research for Museums 

Research for Libraries

 

Student Opinion 

“History for the Leaving Certificate is an interesting subject. You need to be independent and work off 

your own initiative. It is challenging at first but enjoyable when you get into the rhythm. Writing four 

page essays is good practice for college.” 

 

Geography 

What type of student?  

• Analytic 
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• Scientific 

• Interest in current affairs 

 

Topics  

 Leaving Certificate Geography will help students develop an understanding of the changing 

relationships between the physical and human worlds. Through their study of geography, students will 

develop geographical skills that will help them to make informed judgements about issues at local, 

national and international levels. 

• Ecology 

• Physical Environment 

• Diagrams 

• Graphs 

• Ordinance surveying to include an aerial photograph. 

 

The Exam  

 Students are asked to complete a report on a field study which is worth 20% of their final grade. The 

remaining 80% is given on a final written exam. 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1 H2 H3 H4 H5 H6 H7 H8 

%  3.7 13.1 20.7 23.1 20.2 13.7 4.6 1 

  

Third Level  

 Geography will help if you have an interest in these careers: marketing, tourism, agriculture, human 

resources, economics, travel, environmental science and many others. 
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Mandatory Subjects 

Irish 

Topics  

The Leaving Certificate Gaeilge syllabus builds on the knowledge acquired and developed at Junior 

Cycle and Transition Year. Students will develop the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing so that they can become active members in a bilingual society.  

The key areas of activity include: 

• Speaking & listening: students will be able to participate in a conversation covering a variety 

of topics and will be able to understand conversations, news items etc. 

• Composition: students will acquire the ability to write in different styles (essays, stories, 

newspaper articles and debates) 

• Comprehension: students will be able to understand and answer questions on the written 

language 

• Prose: students will study pieces of prose and a drama 

• Poetry: students will study five poems with a variation of themes, emotions and metre 

 

The Exam  

 40% of the Leaving Certificate grade is given to the aural exam. There are four stages to this exam: 

1. Welcoming 

2. Read a piece of poetry the student has studied in class 

3. General conversation covering a wide range of topics 

4. Picture sequence (the 20 sequences will be studied in class) 

 

 There are two written exams in Irish. A listening exam (10%) and an essay are all that has to be done 

on paper one. There are four questions on paper two: 

1. Two reading comprehensions 

2. Prose: students will study five pieces of prose. 

3. Poetry: students will study five poems 

4. Extra literature: a novel or drama which the students will study in class. 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  
5.7 17.7 22.4 23 18.3 9.6 2.8 0.4 

  

Third Level  

 In most cases, you must pass the Irish exam if you want to attend a National University of Ireland. You 

will need a good result in Irish to attain a place on a primary teaching course. Irish will also help those 

with an interest in secondary teaching, in journalism, in politics, in law etc. 
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English 

Topics  

Students throughout fifth and sixth year will learn the many forms of language that are required in 

preparing paper one of the Leaving Certificate. Material will range from past papers and it will be 

appropriate in order to enable students answer questions successfully and use their own judgment as to 

suitability. The course is broken down into preparing all aspects for paper 1 and paper 2. 

 A Shakespearian play will be covered as well as a selection of poets and poems. Three stories varying 

in film, novel and play will also be studied in great detail. Questions asked will reflect those asked in 

the Leaving Certificate exam and all the literary skills necessary for this paper will be comprehensively 

covered also. 

 It is a challenging course that is also very interesting and yet contemporary. Essential aspects of this 

course are ideal in preparing students for the outside world. 

 

The Exam  

 There are two papers in the Leaving Certificate English exam. Reading comprehensions and 

composition are covered on paper one. Paper two focuses on content covered during classes: drama, 

stories, novel, Shakespeare and poetry. 

   National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  
2.9 10 20.4 27.6 23.8 12 2.6 0.6 

  

Third Level  

 You will need a pass in English to progress to any National University of Ireland. English will help 

you in the future regardless of which course you choose. The skills you develop in English will help 

you in all industries (for example: critical thinking, analysing information etc.). Potential careers include 

journalist, novelist, acting, film or stage direction, law, teacher, PR and much more. 

 

Mathematics 

Topics  

The Leaving Certificate Mathematics course builds on the learning of the Junior Cycle syllabus and 

Transition Year classes. The same topics are covered for both Ordinary and Higher level however 

Higher level students will be presented with significantly more challenging problems to solve. Expect 

regular homework and class tests. 

 The main topics include: 

• Algebra 

• Trigonometry 

• Calculus 

• Complex Numbers 



  Ar Thuras Léinn is Feasa  

20 

• Coordinate and Circle Geometry 

• Probability and Statistics 

 

The Exam  

• There are two papers in Leaving Certificate Mathematics each lasting 2.5 hours. 

• An extra 25 marks are awarded for achieving a pass in Higher level. 

 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  
6 11.1 17 22.6 21.7 14.3 5.4 1.8 

  

Third Level  

You will need a pass in Mathematics to progress to any National University of Ireland. Some level of 

mathematical ability is required in almost all careers and in your personal life as an adult. Careers 

include science based careers, engineers, architecture and teaching. 

 

French 

Topics  

 A challenging course suitable for the student that isn’t afraid of hard work! Listening, writing, speaking 

and reading are developed on a daily basis using various sources: magazines, CDs, internet and videos. 

An effort is made to promote an interest in the language and culture in order to motivate the students. 

 

The Exam  

 French is examined with an aural exam (25%), a listening exam (20%) and a final written paper 

(55%). 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  
6.2 13.9 18.7 22.6 21.3 13 3.7 0.6 

  

 

Spanish 

Topics  

An interesting course based on communication, grammar and culture of Spain and the Spanish speaking 

world. Students will develop further their written, speaking, reading and listening skills through a varied 
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selection of resources such as newspapers/magazines, video, music etc. We hope that students will 

further their love for the Spanish language and culture through this challenging 2-year course. 

 

The Exam  

 Spanish is examined with an aural exam (25%), a listening exam (20%) and a final written paper 

(55%). 

 National Leaving Certificate Results 2019   

Grade  H1  H2  H3  H4  H5  H6  H7  H8  

%  
7.7 16.2 17.9 19.9 18.1 12.9 5.8 1.5 
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Study and Homework 

 Gael-Choláiste Chill Dara expects the highest standards of work and study from students as they 

progress towards the Leaving Certificate Examinations. Full attendance at school, concentration in class 

and private study/homework are essential for the successful student. Senior students are expected to 

apply themselves taking a mature approach to work and study with a high standard of self-discipline. 

Senior Cycle students are encouraged to take on responsibility for their own study. 

In particular: 

• The place of study should be comfortable and quiet with no distractions such as mobile phones, 

TV, laptops etc. 

• In fifth /sixth year the student should be more independent in his/her application to study (as 

opposed to homework) and give study the priority it requires. 

• Students should keep notes organised in separate folders according to subject. 

• The student should plan study on a weekly basis. Setting targets for study serves as a useful 

way of gauging progress and acts as a motivator. 

• It is expected that work will be completed on time and to the best of the student’s ability. 

• The student should keep a balance between study, social interaction and participation in extra-

curricular activities. The right balance and a healthy approach to exercise and sleep will 

contribute to academic success. 

• Part-time work is not recommended and can adversely affect progress in school. 

• Students are encouraged to liaise with their teacher for advice, in the first instance, if they are 

experiencing difficulties. Students and/or parents should contact the Tutor. 

 

The Purpose of Study and Homework 

1. To reinforce and practise what is learnt in class 

2. To prepare for tests and examinations 

3. To encourage independent study, learning and regular reviewing of work 

4. To get feedback from teacher 

5. To allow for the completion of class work and coursework 

 

Time (approximate) spent on Study and Homework 

• 5th Year: 15 - 18 hours effective work per week for example: 2½ - 3 hours each evening and 3 

hours study at the weekend 

• 6th Year: 18 - 22 hours effective work per week for example: 3 hours each evening and 3+ hours 

study at the weekend. Some students will manage more than this. 

 

But remember: 

• The top grades demand this time commitment (at least). 

• Effective study means you are alive, alert and efficient. 

• The Leaving Certificate is a 2 year course and requires substantial effort and dedication over 

the two years. 

• Revision and study during holiday time will be necessary 
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In subjects where there are projects and practical exams it is important that deadline dates are noted 

well in advance and the deadlines for these are met. This prevents an overload of work closer to the 

written examinations. 

 

Absence from class 

If a student is absent from class, it is the responsibility of the student to catch up on work that has been 

missed. Extra-curricular activities should not be used as an excuse for not producing work. If a student 

has a concern, then he/she should consult with the subject teacher. In the case of longer planned or un-

planned absences the student or parent should consult with the class tutor. 

 

Advice for Students 

1. Form good habits 

a. Prepare and follow a study timetable from the outset. 

b. Study at same place each day/evening 

c. No TV, mobile phone or computer distractions 

d. Decide on time required for each piece of homework or assignment 

e. If you have additional time look ahead to work set for later in the week or review and 

study earlier work 

f. Take short breaks & reward yourself when work is finished 

 

2. Get organised before you start – have a clear desk or table 

a. Student diary 

b. Text books, copy books, note pads, files 

c. Pens, pencils, drawing equipment, calculator, dictionary etc. 

 

3. Use your Student Diary 

a. Write down homework as it is set 

b. Tick off when you complete homework 

c. Look for opportunities to do long-term work 

d. Note important dates for oral, practical and project deadlines 

 

4. Get motivated, set goals, plan ahead 

a. The key to motivation is to set realistic goals 

b. Set daily, weekly, monthly goals – Make sure these are realistic 

c. Enjoy the sense of achievement as you reach these targets 

 

5. Time management 

a. Do work at same time each evening; get into a steady routine 

b. Allocate time for each assignment 

c. Take short breaks (and keep them short!) 

d. Use any “leftover” time to review work (ie Study!) 
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o Summarise topic in notes or bullet point form 

o Summarise a chapter 

o Select questions from revision exercise at end of topic or chapter 

o Highlight headings, key facts, dates etc. in book 

o Read 

 

6. Tackling a test or exam paper 

a. Read all of question or paper before you start 

b. Allocate time for each question – spend more time on questions worth more marks 

c. Answer your “best” question first 

 

The Points System 

Grade % HL Points OL Points 

H1 / O1 90-100 100 56 

H2 / O2 80-89 88 46 

H3 / O3 70-79 77 37 

H4 / O4 60-69 66 28 

H5 / O5 50-59 56 20 

H6 / O6 40-49 46 12 

H7 / O7 30-39 33 0 

H8 / O8 0-29 0 0 

 

• Students are required to take seven examinable subjects in Gael-Choláiste Chill Dara. 

• For the purpose of the CAO process, only your top six results are taken into account. Note an 

extra 25 points are awarded for achieving a pass or higher in higher level Mathematics. 

• These grades must be achieved in one sitting of the Leaving Certificate Examination. 

• Entry to a course which is competitive will be granted to those holding the highest number of 

points. 

• The number of points required for any course in any year is not pre-set by any college. The 

points level reflects (a) the results of the applicants for that year and (b) the number of 

available places for that year on that course 

 

Useful Websites 

www.careersportal.ie 

www.qualifax.ie 

www.careerdirections.ie 

http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careerdirections.ie/

